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Where to publish and what to consider

• The Publishing Cycle

 The Publisher

 The Journal

o What community do you want to reach?

o What does your community find important?

o Impact v. Impact Factor

• AIP Publishing

 Who we are and what we offer

 How we can help you reach your community

 How to get published
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The Publishing Cycle
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*Source: STM Report 2012
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The Journal

The journal has traditionally been seen to embody four 

functions:
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Registration

Dissemination

Certification

Archival Record

Recording the authoritative date of receipt of 
the paper. Ownership of an idea.

Validation of work and quality control through 
peer review.

Communicating the findings to its intended 
audience usually via the brand identity of the 
journal.

Preserving a fixed version of the paper for future 
reference and citation.  Long term preservation!
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The importance of the Journal
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Journal Selection: How do you choose 
where to publish?
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~ 26,000 Journals
o > 7,400 Journals in the Physical Sciences
o > 6,400 Journals in the Health Sciences
o > 7,600 Journals in the Social Sciences
o > 4,400 Journals in the Life Sciences

Let’s take a look at the Numbers…..
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What does the community really think?
What do authors say they want from a journal..?

89.5%

91.7%

97.6%

78.1%

27.7%

86.1%

74.6%

56.6%

66.9%

10.5%
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PRIOR POSITIVE EXPERIENCE WITH THE JOURNAL

PERCEIVED PRESTIGE/REPUTATION OF THE JOURNAL

JOURNAL IS THE BEST FIT FOR MY RESEARCH

IMPACT FACTOR OF THE JOURNAL

I CAN PUBLISH MY ARTICLE IN AN OPEN ACCESS MODEL

THE JOURNAL IS WIDELY READ BY MY PEERS

THE JOURNAL’S CONTENT IS DISCOVERABLE IN MANY 
ABSTRACTING AND INDEXING DATABASES

RECOMMENDATION OF THE JOURNAL BY MY PROFESSOR 
AND/OR COLLEAGUES

MY PEERS REGULARLY PUBLISH IN THE JOURNAL

Not Really Important Important/Vital

1

2

3

4

5



Enter name and venue of event here
Enter Month, Day, Year here

8What does the community REALLY want?
When asked to select the top 3 factors from the list below which are the most 
important to you when deciding where to submit your research.
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Journal Selection: Impact v. Impact Factor

• What can we say about the IF?

 It is a metric we all know and love...

 It’s imperfect but…

 We have to take it into consideration

– Tenure 

– Potential jobs

– Increased visibility to certain communities
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But it isn’t everything!
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A quick case study….
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This is Axel Becke…

Journal Selection: IF v. Impact

• JCP IF = 3.122
• Angewandte Chemie IF = 11.336

46,184 citations 353 citations
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Journal Selection: It’s not easy!

• Questions you should ask yourself…

 Is this journal widely read by my peers?

 Is the Journal the best fit for my research

 Visit the journal homepage, assess their focus and 
coverage

 Peruse abstracts of recent publications

 Reputation of the Publisher and Journal

 Experience publishing with the Journal
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AIP Publishing: Best fit for your community
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15 Journals

Physical Sciences at 
the Core

Interdisciplinary Journals
Covering Instrumentation, Materials, 

Chemistry, Energy, Biology, and Non-linear 
Dynamics, International Standards, and more!

Open Access options
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AIP Publishing’s three Flagship Journals represent the historical core 
strengths of AIP, over 80 years of top quality publications

Launched: 1962

212,433 Cites
Applied Physics

Launched: 1933

188,038 Cites
Atomic, Molecular, and 

Chemical Physics

Launched: 1931

136,103 Cites
Applied Physics

Our Journals: 
Flagship Publications
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Our Journals:
Most cited in physical sciences categories

• #1 and  #2  - APL and JAP are the most 

cited journals in Applied Physics 

• One out of four citations in this category 

are to APL and JAP
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Our Journals: Topical Strength
Specialized Journals in Physics
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Our Journals: Branching Out
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Our portfolio: Our OA Options
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Our Open Access Journals
AIP Publishing’s three Gold OA Journals represents AIP’s expansion into new 

topical areas and new publishing options  

Launched: 2011 Launched: 2013 Launched: 2013
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Publishing with our Journals

• ARTICLE TYPES:

 Letters

 Rapid Communications

 Original Full Length Articles

 Reviews

 Tutorials

• SPECIAL CONTENT:

 Perspectives

 Focus Review Articles

 Special Topic Articles

 Fast Track
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Special Content: Fast Track Articles
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Special Content: Perspective Articles

• Spotlight Collections

 Forward looking Perspective 

articles

 Topics that are generating a 

great deal of interest in the 

chemical physics community

 Articles are always among the 

most downloaded and the 

most cited
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Special Content: Special Topics
21
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Added Value: Author Podcast Interviews
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Added Value: Topical Collections
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Added Value: 
AIP Publishing Sponsored Awards
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• Biomicrofluidics Best Paper Award
• Award recognizes significant contributions by 

emerging authors in microfluidics and 
nanofluidics

• François Naftali Frenkiel Award for Fluid Mechanics
• Sponsored by Physics of Fluids
• Award recognizes significant contributions in 

fluid mechanics by young investigators.

• Earle K. Plyler Prize for Molecular Spectroscopy & 
Dynamics

• Sponsored by The Journal of Chemical Physics
• recognize and encourage notable contributions 

to the field of molecular spectroscopy and 
dynamics.
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Final thoughts…

• Know your Publisher

• Understand the community you want to reach and research 
your journal

• Take into consideration what your community finds 
important, what you find important, what you use and read 
as a researcher

• AIP Publishing

 Long rich history in the physical sciences

 From broad journals to topical journals to niche 
journals

 We add value…because we value your work

 Come and join our COMMUNITY!
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